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Students Raise Funds for Educational Field Trips:  The warm weather is finally here and flowers are 
blooming! The students have been busy putting together seed packets to sell as a fundraising project. 
Last year we raised $200 from selling the seeds, which staff and students collect together in the fall. 
We hope to raise even more this year and plan to use our fundraising dollars for educational field 
trips. We will also be having a tag sale in May, so if you have anything you would like to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated. 
  

     
 
Good News!! We’re moving!  Our classroom will be relocating to two classroom spaces in the First 
Congregational Church building on Silver Street in Greenfield.  We appreciate the hospitality we were 
shown by Greenfield Public Schools, in allowing us to maintain our classroom at GHS for as long as 
they did, in spite of major space issues the district has been facing. We look forward to moving to the 
new space, which is clean and bright and will be free of the distractions the high school environment 
came with. Our new space also houses a nursery school in the same building. Perhaps there may be 
volunteer opportunities for some of our students interested in childcare experience. Watch for more 
information on the move in coming newsletters.  
  

     
 

  
DOE Application Update: Laurel Peltier, our Special Education Administrator has been working very 
hard on our application for DOE approval as a Chapter 766 Private Day School Placement and she has 
completed the final round of revisions. The application will be submitted to the DOE this week and a 
site visit will be scheduled to happen in May. We hope to have temporary approval before the end of 
the school year.  
  

     
 

  
Summer & Fall Plans: The school services staff are in the process of developing syllabi for the courses 
to be offered during summer and fall sessions. All courses will include hands-on experience and 
community based experiences as well as alignment to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  
  
  
  



Recent Field Trips: This month the students rode the Franklin Regional Transit Authority bus to 
Orange to visit a friend who transitioned out of the CAT program last year. The students completed a 
shopping lesson at Wal-Mart while they were there and ate pizza together. They also saw the beautiful 
keepsake boxes that their friend makes and sells to supplement his income.  Students also rode the 
shuttle bus around the University of Massachusetts in Amherst and ate lunch on campus. The 
students seemed to enjoy looking at one of the post-secondary educational sites in the area.  
  

     
 

  
Guest Speaker Shares Army Experience: Karen’s son Derek came in to speak to the class about his job 
in the United States Army. He explained what his job is like and the pros and cons of his occupation. 
The students really seemed to enjoy hearing about what he does and asking questions about the war 
in Iraq. One of our students asked Derek if he has to do push-ups. When Derek replied that he does, 
he demonstrated to the class and one of our students volunteered to do pushups beside him. It was 
very impressive!  
  

      
 
  
Students Enjoy Greenfield Concert: Some of the students also attended a concert in Greenfield put 
on by students with disabilities. It was an amazing performance! We are going to try to have them 
come into the class so they can talk with our students about how they formed their group and where 
they travel. All of the students have been extremely motivated to search for jobs, ask for applications, 
complete them, attach their resumes and follow up on job leads. 
  

     
 

  
Student Transitions: A couple of students have visited the program this month and will be coming 
for a week trial visit to see if the CAT Program will be a match. Two of our students will be 
transitioning this month. We wish them the best of luck and will miss them!  
  

      
 
  
Please help us…our records need to be up to date. If any student is going to be absent please call the 
school or send them in with a note for our records. We also need to know if there are any changes 
with medication, guardianship, or when they have a physical. Thank you. 
  
Enjoy the warm weather! 
 
Judi Bean, Lead Teacher of the CAT Program 
  

 
      


